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Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education 
ACTION AGENDA  

DATE:  March 14, 2017          Place:  Catholic Education Centre            Time: 6:00 p.m.   
  

WE ARE CALLED Always and Everywhere to: 
Model Christ, Pray and Serve, Build a Faith Community 

 

Theme for 2016-2017:  BLESSINGS FROM GOD 

  

    
1. Opening Prayer – Blessing before a Meeting 

Lord, bless us as we gather today in your name.   
Send us the guidance of your Spirit to bring us wisdom and understanding.   

Help us to open our minds and our hearts so that we may listen respectfully to the 
viewpoints of others and make decisions in accordance with your will. 

Help us to grow in faith so that we may serve you and others in all that we do.   
We ask this grace through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Robert 
Risling 

 

2. Approval of the Minutes Regular Board Meeting  
Recommendation:  
“THAT the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held February 14, 2017 be approved as circulated”  

Dick 
Mastel 

 

    

3. Approval of the Action Agenda 
Recommendation:  
“THAT the Action Agenda dated March 14, 2017 be approved as circulated”. 

DM Encl. 
1 -5 

    

4. Approval of the Non-Action Agenda 
Recommendation:  
“THAT the Non-Action Agenda dated March 14, 2017 be approved as circulated”. 

DM Encl. 
6 

    

5. Presentations 
5.1 St. Francis Xavier School – School Education Plan  
 

5.2 Excellence in Catholic Education Award –2017 
 5.2.1 Recipient - The Board of Trustees announces Guy Lanigan, a Teacher at 
 Notre Dame Academy as the Recipient of the 2017 Excellence in Catholic 
 Education Award.  The Excellence in Catholic Education Award was developed by 
 the Catholic Council of School Superintendents of Alberta (CCSSA).  Annually, the 
 Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education sponsor the Recipient to attend the   
 upcoming SPICE Conference hosted by the Alberta Catholic School Superintendents’ 
 Association (ACSTA).  Mr. Neal Siedlecki, Principal from Notre Dame Academy and 
 Mrs. Jill Wilkinson Religious Education Coordinator will be in attendance to 
 introduce Mr. Lanigan.  A presentation will be made by Board Chair, Mr. Dick 
 Mastel.  Congratulations Mr. Lanigan! 
 

 5.2.2 Nominee – 2017 Excellence in Catholic Award – The Board acknowledges 
 Mr. Greg Martin as a nominee for the Award.  As a nominee, Mr. Greg Martin will 
 be recognized as an Ambassador for Catholic Education.  Representatives from 
 Mother Teresa School will be in attendance. Congratulations Mr. Martin.   

DM/JC Handout 
 

7 
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6. Corporate Communications 
6.1  Thank you Letter to Bishop Henry 
6.2 Minister of Education Announcement – Bill 1 
6.3 School Art 2017 - School Art is well underway in our community.  Each of our 9 schools 
had Art chosen by a Jury made up of local artists and esplanade gallery staff to be on display 
at the Esplanade Gallery.  The jury further selected a number of pieces to be awarded.  School 
Art will be on display in the Esplanade Gallery from Mar 11 – April 30, 2017.   
 A special Awards Ceremony will be held on Sunday, March 26, 2017 at the Esplanade at 
1:00 p.m.  Students with chosen pieces in Category #1 will receive an MHCBE Board 
sponsored Scholarship of $50 along with a Certificate of Recognition.  The awards will be 
presented to the students by Board Chair, Mr. Dick Mastel.  

Category #1 ‐ Congratulations to: 
 MHCBE DIVISION AWARD winners in Elementary, Upper Elementary, Junior and Senior.  

Leityn Varner, St. Michael’s School (Lower Elementary Award) 
Danielle Meyers, St. Michael’s School (Upper Elementary Award) 
Ethan Heather, St. Mary’s School (Junior Award) 
Devyn Charet, Monsignor McCoy High School (Senior Award) 

Category #2 ‐ Congratulations to: 
Students receive award from various Sponsors:  

Joshua Friesen, St. Michael’s School, Open Range Art Award                                       
Emily Buday, St. Michael’s School, Hat Art Club Award 
Sydney Dorton,  St. Patrick’s School, Hat Art Club Award                               
Kelley Schafer, Notre Dame Academy, Hat Art Club Award 
Keira‐Lynn Maxwell, St. Michael’s School, MH Potters Award   
Isabel Garcia, St. Michael’s School, Matthew James Morgan Armstrong Award 
Taylor Anderson, St. Mary’s School, Esplanade Art Gallery Award 

DM Encl. 
 

8 
9 - 10 

 
 

 

    

7.  Board Work Plan  
7.1  MLA Meetings Spring / Fall  
7.2 April 2017 School Education Plan Presentation by Monsignor McCoy High School– 
Request from Monsignor McCoy High School to hold the April 11, 2017 Catholic School 
Board Meeting at Monsignor McCoy.  This will give the School the opportunity to showcase 
how the Strategic Priorities are being implemented at the School, as well as to offer a School 
Tour to those areas accessible to the public.  The Board will discuss.  If the Board choses to 
hold the Board meeting at Monsignor McCoy, a motion would be required.  
Tentative Schedule for April 11, 2017: 
School Tour from 5:00–6:00 pm would include the School Education Plan with a focus on 
strategic priorities; 
Board Meeting 6:00 pm 

DM 
 

 

    

8. Monsignor McCoy High School - Modernization 
8.1  Website:  www.mccoymodernization.ca  
The website contains the video interview describing the project as well as the online 
fundraising campaign.  
8.2 Monsignor McCoy High School Construction - Greg / Joe 
8.3 Fundraising – Della  

GM/JC (Report) 
11 

    

9. St. John Paul II School  
9.1 Planning & Construction – Greg / Joe  

GM/JC 
 

(Report) 
12 

 
 

    

Page 3 of 64



10. Superintendent of Schools Report – Mr. Joe Colistro 
 
 

10.1 Minister of Education Youth Council  
10.2 Technology 
10.3 CCSSA Leadership Conference 
10.4 Strategic Planning Meeting Spring 2017  
10.5 International Field Trips (standing item) 
  10.5.1 Sept 22-30 2017 - St. Mary’s – Canadian Student Leadership Association- Toronto and   
  Waterloo 
  10.5.2  Dec 26, 2017 -Jan 3, 2018 - Monsignor McCoy – Girls Basketball – Anaheim   
  California  
  10.5.3 March 30, 2018- April 8, 2018 - St. Mary’s – French Language- Montreal, Quebec  
  City and Ottawa  
  10.5.4 April 2-9, 2018 - Monsignor McCoy – Panterra – Sea of Cortez, Mexico  
10.6 Communications Reports 
 10.6.1 Corporate Communications  

10.6.2 School Communications & Social Media 

JC 
 
 
 

 
 

(Report) 
 

13 – 14 
15 – 16 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18 – 22 
23 - 26 

11. Associate Superintendent Human Resources – Mr. Chuck Hellman 
11.1 School Year Calendar 2018 - 2019 
Recommendation:  
“THAT the Board of Trustees for the Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education approve the 
2018 – 2019 school year calendar”. 

 

CH (Report) 
27 - 28 

 

    

12. Secretary-Treasurer Report – Mr. Greg MacPherson 
 

12.1  Second Quarter 2016 -2017 Financial Update 
12.2 2016 – 2017 Infrastructure Maintenance and Renewal “IMR” Plan 
12.3 Update of the New Trustee Position 
12.4 Update on Bill 1 – Reduction of School Fees 
12.5 School Parish Relations Committee – Standing Committee 
12.6 2017 Municipal Elections  
12.7 Audit Services RFP 
12.8 School and Playground Zone Trails 
12.9 AP 305 Boundaries and Attendance Areas 

GM 
 

(Report) 
29 - 31 

 

32 - 41 
 
 

42 – 44 
 

45 – 49 
 

50 – 53 
 

 
54 
55  

    

13. Associate Superintendent Learning Services  – Mr. Hugh Lehr 
 

13.1 Dossier  
13.2 Professional Development 

HL (Report) 
56  

57 - 60 

14. Director of Early Childhood Services  –Mrs. Terri Ball  
14.1 Community Partnership Opportunities 

TB 
 

(Report) 
61 

 
    

15. 
 

Religious Education Coordinator Report – Mrs. Jill Wilkinson 
15.1  Sacrament Recipients 
15.2 Lent Retreat 

JW (Report) 
62 
 

    

16. COMMITTEE REPORTS (presented by appointed Trustees)  DM  

 16.1  Medicine Hat Catholic Schools’ Education Foundation – Mrs. Regina Durst   

 16.2  Representative to ACSTA– Mr. Dick Mastel 
 16.2.1 ACSTA 50th Anniversary Legacy Gift for MHCBE  

  

 16.3  Representative Teacher Board Advisory Committee – Reverend Mr. Robert Risling   

 16.4  Representative to ASBA Zone 6 – Mr. Peter Grad    

 16.5  Representative to Support Staff Board Advisory Committee– Mrs. Regina Durst   

 16.6  Representative to Parent Association– Mr. Peter Grad    

 16.7  Salary Negotiations 
       16.7.1 ATA– Mr. Peter Grad 
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      16.7.2 CUPE–  Mr. Dick Mastel 
 16.8  CUPE Staff Board Advisory Committee – Reverend Mr. Robert Risling   

 16.9   Spiritual Leadership Scholarship Board Representative – Mrs. Regina Durst   

 16.10  Student Board Advisory Committee – Mr. Dick Mastel    

 16.11   C2 (Adhoc) Committee – Reverend Mr. Robert Risling   

 16.12   Monsignor McCoy Modernization (Adhoc) Committee – Mrs. Regina Durst   

 16.13  School Parish Relations Committee (Adhoc) Committee – Mr. Robert Risling    
    

17. Closing Prayer 
Lord, we come to you today to seek the peace that you alone can give. 
Strengthen us in our work as we seek to build a peaceful community. 

Amen 

Robert 
Risling     

 

    

18. Adjournment Dick 
Mastel 
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NON – ACTION AGENDA        
DATE:  March 14, 2017    Place:  Catholic Education Centre             Time: 6:00 P.M.                  

No. INFORMATION ITEMS    PAGE 
 
 

 
   
 

 

1.1  CELEBRATING CANADA’S 150TH!   

 
 

A yearlong celebration! 
 

  

   
   
 

   

1.2  TAXES – DECLARE YOUR SUPPORT for CATHOLIC 
 SCHOOLS – The Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education 
  reminds our community of the importance of declaring your 
  PROPERTY TAXES in support of Catholic Education How do you 
  declare your support?  ‐ To ensure your property taxes are 
  supporting Catholic Schools, you must declare your Catholic school 
  support as “Separate” on your annual property assessment notice.  
  Contact the Taxation Office at the City of Medicine Hat, or the Town or 
  Municipal Office in your area.  Changes made on or before Dec 31 will 

  be in effect for the next taxation year.  Thank you for your 
  supporting Catholic Schools. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
63 - 64 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notice of Public Board Meetings 
 

- All regularly scheduled Public Board Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month held at the Catholic 

Education Centre located at 1251 – 1st Avenue SW (unless otherwise advertised).   

- Public Board Meetings for the Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education will begin at 6:00 pm with 

presentations at 6:00 pm (unless otherwise advertised). 

- General Public welcome to attend ‐ Information @ www.mhcbe.ab.ca 
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COMMUNICATION 
To:  All Division Staff & Trustees  
Date: March 01, 2017 
Re:  2017 Excellence in Catholic Education Award Recipient Announced  

 
We are pleased to announce that Guy Lanigan, a Teacher from Notre 
Dame Academy is the recipient of the 2017 Excellence in Catholic Education 
Award.   As the successful recipient of this award, Mr. Lanigan will be honoured 
at the SPICE Annual Spring Conference hosted by the Alberta Catholic School 
Trustees’ Association.  
Congratulations Guy! 
 

Mr. Lanigan exemplifies what it means to be a passionate Catholic religious 
educator. This passion motivates and engages both staff and students 

throughout the year. As such, he is an excellent recipient for this award. Guy models what it means to 
be Catholic in how he permeates the Catholic faith, builds positive relationships, and guides students in 
various projects to help the community. His inspirational messages from Scripture help students to live 
more like Christ and ignites the flame of their faith.  As a coach he teaches students to believe in 
themselves and their abilities. His faith leadership is evident in the area of religious education and 
staff retreats.  His commitment to growing the faith in youth make him the ideal recipient of the 
Excellence in Catholic Education Award. Congratulations Guy! 

Background on the Award: The Excellence in Catholic Education award was established by the 
Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta to communicate clearly and convincingly the 
benefits of Catholic education and its value to society. This prestigious award recognizes Catholic 
Teachers in Alberta who have done an exemplary job in preparing our youth to grow into 
outstanding Catholic citizens. In our Division, a recipient is awarded annually.  We established a 
committee composed of a Teacher, a Trustee, a Parent, two Administrators and two Members of the 
Parish Community to determine the winning recipient. This year we had two nominees: one from 
Mother Teresa School, and one from Notre Dame Academy. Both of the nominees are passionate 
about Catholic education, inspire their students, and demonstrate a strong commitment to youth. 
 

To congratulate each of the nominees for their outstanding contribution to Catholic Education, they 
will be individually recognized as an Ambassador for Catholic Education at the March 14, 2017  Board 
Meeting held at the Catholic School Board Office at 6 pm.  Public welcome. 
  

Joe Colistro,  
Superintendent of Schools 
Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education  
 

Page 7 of 64



Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education 
1251 – 1st Avenue SW, Medicine Hat, Alberta  T1A 8B4  

 

Toll Free 1.866.864.0013  

 Phone 403.527.2292         www.mhcbe.ab.ca                  Fax 403.529.0917 

“Showing the Face of Christ to All” 
 

In partnership with Family, Church and Community since 1911 

 
January 20, 2017 
 
 
The Most Reverend Bishop Frederick Henry 
Catholic Pastoral Centre 
120 – 17th Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta  T2S 2T2 
 
Dear Bishop Henry, 
 
It has been said: "The closer you get to know someone, the more you see their true colours."  
 
Not only spiritually but also with social, personal, communal, ecological and political  
nourishment, you have enriched the life of our Diocese and of Alberta.  You provided similar 
sustenance while guiding the gift of Catholic education in our province and beyond.  
 
Through a variety of struggles against what could clearly be described as the common foe, 
we forged a kind of bond whereby you have not only helped us survive and exist as a  
Catholic school community but have allowed us to flourish and blossom. You have given us 
insight, hope and patience during times of trial.  
 
The notion that “A true master does not look for success, it comes to him” evokes our beliefs 
about you.  The Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education has heard and seen you meet the 
challenges facing Catholic education in Alberta. At times working side by side with us in the 
vineyard at times leading the charge on the battlefield with the helping hands of a big  
brother and the guidance of a “master”.  
 
Bishop Henry, your true colours have painted our world with grace: regenerating, inspiring, 
strengthening and setting example. You regenerated us by mentoring and teaching during 
meetings and retreats. You inspired us with your wisdom and personality. You strengthened 
us with your moral and political support. You set the example of serving those less fortunate 
and then took the lead on how this service is accomplished in the Catholic Christian  
tradition.  
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and our entire school community, we will miss you. God 
bless you.  
 
 
 
Mr. Dick Mastel, Board Chair 
Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education 
 
DM/dd 
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Superintendent’s Report 

Board meeting ‐ March 14th, 2017 

 

1. Minister of Education ‐  Youth Council 

 

David Eggen, Minister of Education announced the formation of a Youth Council. (see attached letter) The 

Youth Council will provide an opportunity for the Minister to hear student feedback on education issues 

that matter to them.  

As outline  in his  letter, “Student voice  is  important  for our education  system, and  I am proud of how 

students across Alberta share their education experiences and make their voices heard.  Our government 

is committed to giving students a say  in their education, and we will continue to support students who 

want to make a difference.” 

32 junior and senior high school students with diverse interests, identities, backgrounds and perspectives 

from all regions of Alberta will be chosen to participate. “This council will give students the opportunity to 

build their leadership skills at the provincial level, make an impact on education, and leave a legacy that 

will last well into the future.” 

Students are asked to apply directly to Alberta Education before May 5, 2017.   

I have shared this information with our middle and high school administrators and encouraged them to 

discuss  this opportunity  to  represent  the Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education on  the Minister’s 

Youth Council. 

Recommendation: Receive as Information and action 

 

2. Technology 

We have now posted  the position of Director of Technology. The  competition  closed on March 10th. 

Currently we have the position starting as of April 1st but this will depend on the successful applicant and 

the notice  they may be  required  to give  their current employer. Until  the position  is  filled employees 

within the IT department will continue to services the needs of our Division.  

Recommendation: Receive as Information  

 

3. CCSSA Leadership Conference 

The CCSSA is hosting a leadership Conference on October 12‐13, 2017 in Red Deer Alberta. The conference 

will  be  centered  on  The Marks  of  an  Excellent  Catholic  Leader  document.  This  Catholic  leadership 

framework may be used to: 

• Inspire Catholic leaders in their service of Catholic education 

• Offer a role description for Catholic leaders 

• Provide indicators and offer exemplars 

• Create conversations around Catholic leadership 

• Assist leaders as they strive for excellence in their vocation 
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• Serve as a resource when identifying, recruiting and hiring Catholic school leaders. 

I would like to encourage members of the DLT to consider attending this conference. 

Recommendation: Receive as Information 

Attachment – Updated CCSSA Leadership Conference Poster 

 

4. Strategic Planning Meeting Spring 2017 

The Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education has for the past three years set Board priorities and these 

priorities have guided  the development of School Annual Plans and  the Alberta Education Three Year 

Education Plan.  The Annual Board Strategic Planning Session for the 2017‐2018 school year has been set 

for March 28th from 4‐6 pm. Supper will be provided at the conclusion of the session. Once again this 

year we have  representation  from  trustees,  central office  senior admin,  school based administrators, 

support staff and parents. 

Recommendation: Receive as Information 
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Minister’s Youth Council helps 
chart education future 
Alberta Education is calling on all junior and senior high school students to apply to 

be on the Minister’s Youth Council. 

 
Education Minister David Eggen, Thomas Dang, MLA Edmonton-South West and students announce the Minister's Youth Council 

Approximately 32 students from across Alberta will be selected for the council. As council 
members, students will meet with the Minister of Education and Alberta Education staff 
routinely during the 2017/18 school year to discuss education issues. The first council meeting 
will take place in fall 2017. There will also be opportunities for council members to interact 
with each other outside of meetings. 

The Minister’s Youth Council will allow students to: 

 build positive working relationships 
 lead by example in school 
 provide input on education initiatives 
 participate in leadership opportunities 
 engage as informed education partners 

Information on how to apply is available at education.alberta.ca/myc. Students with diverse 
interests, identities, backgrounds and perspectives are encouraged to apply. The deadline to 
do so is May 5, 2017. 

 
“Student input is important to the success of the education system – and our government is committed 
to ensuring students have opportunities to be engaged. The experience students will gain through the 

Minister’s Youth Council will serve them in future careers in a diversified economy.” 
David Eggen, Minister of Education 
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All junior and senior high students in Alberta are invited to apply to be part of the Minister’s 
Youth Council! 

Students on the Minister's Youth Council will provide their perspectives to the Minister and 
Alberta Education on educational issues. The education system exists to prepare Alberta 
students for success, and the decisions that affect them need to include their voice. The best 
way for this to happen is to have students at the table. 

Each year, approximately 32 students with diverse interests, identities, backgrounds and 
perspectives from all across Alberta will be selected to participate as partners in contributing to 
our education system. 

As council members, students will meet three times during the school year in September, 
February and May, to discuss issues that matter to students and education partners. There will 
be opportunity for the students to interact with each other outside of meetings to discuss ideas 
and upcoming activities. The deadline for applications is May 5, 2017. 

Click here to view a short video about the Minister's Youth Council. 
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Executive Assistant & Corporate Communications –Della Dewald 
Board Meeting, March 14, 2017  
 
 

1. Corporate Communications Advertising/Public Relations - Exhibit a consistent message 
and increase community awareness.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Advertising/Public Relations - Exhibit a consistent message and increase community 

awareness.   

a. Southeastern Alberta Report – This annual publication is circulated in the     

i. Publication Date:  March 2017 – Highlighting 

everything from Business, Education, 

Community & the Arts in SE Alberta.  

Distributed to every household in MH & Area  
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b. ROTARY MUSIC FESTIVAL- Sunday, Mar 5, 2017 to Sunday March 19, 2017 

i. MHCBE Catholic Schools are actively participating in the event with 

many entries, see attached full schedule.   

ii. Congratulations & Thank You to our Students, Music Teachers, 

Directors and Performers!   

 Rotary Music Festival 2017 - The Board of Trustees congratulates the Performers at the 2017 

Annual Rotary Music Festival. Many groups received awards for high achievement.  The Board 

acknowledges and says thank you to our Teachers and Support Staff for their efforts, 

commitment and dedication in preparing our students to represent our Division.   The Board 

acknowledges your hard work.  Congratulations also to the many students who are participating 

in the Music Festival with individual entries. 

c. Thank you MHCBE Choral & Speech & Musical Directors 

Bravo! 
 

Patricia Swan, Grainne Concagh, Melissa Kozachenko (Choral) 

Laura Hoffman, Ron Blackmer (Choral Speech) 

Brad Van Middelkoop (Choral, Band) 

Pat Weisgerber (Band) 

Jim Schmid (Guitar) 
 

A link to everything Rotary Music Festival this week in MH Catholic Schools, enjoy the performances! 

Public is welcome. Free admission. http://www.mhcbe.ab.ca/documents/general/Music%20Festival%20Schedule.pdf  

A snippet from the Festival today.  “The dragon has horns on his head that are sharp, and he’s 15 

meters long!  https://www.facebook.com/MHCatholic/ 
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d. Regional Science Fair 2017 

 - The Board acknowledges 
the upcoming 2017 Regional Science 
Fair and wishes students the best of 
luck as they enter their individual 
entries and group entries.   Our Schools 
have been hosting their very own 
School Science Fairs to prepare their 
students for the Regional Event. The 
Board of Trustees sends 
congratulations to students for their 
hard work on their science projects and 
we say Thank You to the Science Fair 
School Coordinators, Teachers and 
Support Staff for their hard work and 
dedication in preparing our students for 
this exciting regional event.    

 

 
 

e. Congratulations Monsignor McCoy High 

School Colts! – LEAGUE Champs!  Colts reign 

supreme in varsity Girls Basketball League.  

Congratulations to the Players 

and Coach Janice Laing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Regional Fair Registration 
SATURDAY APRIL 8, 2017 MH COLLEGE 

Grades 4-6 

Registration 8:00 – 9:00 
General Judging 9:00 - 10:30 

Special Projects Judging 9:00 - 10:45 
Science Showcase 10:00 – 1:00 

Break 12:30 – 1:00 
Public and VIP Viewing 1:00 - Finish 
Trivia and Draw Prizes 1:45 – 2:15 

Ceremony 2:30pm 

Grades 7-12 

Registration 8:00 - 10:30 
Science Showcase 10:00 – 1:00 

Special Projects Judging 10:30 - 12:30 
General Judging 11:00 - 12:30 

Break 12:30 – 1:00 
Public and VIP Viewing 1 - Finish 
Trivia and Draw Prizes 1:45 – 2:15 

Ceremony 2:30pm 
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f. Emergency Protocol Communication Strategy  
i.  Notice to ADS – Sept 22 

ii.  Media Event – Sept 29 
iii.  Updated Notice to ADS – Sept 29 
iv.  Media Release – Sept 29 
v.  Backpack Circulation – Early October  

vi.  Laminated Posters for Classrooms & Offices – Early October 
vii.  March 2017 - Desktop “tent-cards” for Teacher Desks, Office Desk 

– Each staff member in the Division is provided with a Desk-Top 
Laminated Copy of the Emergency Protocol Guide.  

 
 
 

g. Sesquicentennial – 150th Anniversary of Canada’s Confederation  
(A Year Long Celebration)  

i. Tulip Planting Oct 5, 2016 – Spring 2017 Blooming Ceremony TBA 
ii. National Flag Day – Feb 15, 2017 – Thank you for participating 

iii. MH News “What Canada Means to Me” 
Art Contest – encourage your staff to be 
involved at the school, may choose to take 
part as a classroom project.  Submission by 
May 15, 2017.  Publication of Art on June 
30, 2017! Template Entry Form. 
 

iv. May 30, 2017 – MHCBE Canada 150 
Celebration Day is Tuesday, May 30th, it is 
the 150th day of the Year.  Along with 
other Canadians: 

1. Staff & Students Wear Red & White 
2. IDEAS FOR MHCBE:  

a. Schools take Photos & 15 second videos Schools sing 
O’Canada at the Same Time of Day.  We can put 
together a photo and video montage.   

b. Our Photos & Videos will be shared # 
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h. Medicine Hat Public Sector Communications Team 
March 1, 2017 10 am – 11:30 am Media Mixer hosted at MH Police Service 

Members:  Alberta Health Services, Canadian Forces Base 
Suffield, City of Medicine Hat, MH College, MH Catholic 
Board of Education, MHSD76, MH Police Service, Prairie 
Rose School Division. 
Goal:  To Host a Media Mixer - Our group invited 
members from the Media to share our Media Contacts 
Protocol and to network with our community media 
partners and to “share” a MEDIA GUIDE of communication 
resources.   
Approx. 25 people attended.  Excellent opportunity to 
connect & network. We made some great connections 
with SHAW TV, MH College and Media outlets.   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

i. Jim Pattison Broadcast Group – a new era for news.  MHCBE 
Communications Team attended this event to learn about the newest 
platform of Jim Pattison Broadcast group.  This is more of a 24/7 format.   Our 
former education reporter Charles Lefevbre is working at Chat News Today! 
Right Now!  http://chatnewstoday.ca/  
About 100+ people attended.  Great networking opportunity! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MHCBE …moving communications from good to great! 
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Derrian Hallas- School Communications and Social Media 
Contact Information: derrian.hallas@mhcbe.ab.ca (403) 878-2017 

#MHCatholic   
 

Social Media Activity 
623 to 641 “likes” on our Facebook Page 
460 to 475 followers on Twitter 
121 to 134 followers on Instagram 
 

 Pink Shirt Day #PinkShirtPromise (video) 
 Working with media to promote our upcoming school musicals  
 Engaging staff & followers to share photos via socialmedia@mhcbe.ab.ca 
 Communications Work Plan: School Promotional Videos for all schools 
 Lent social media and website content 
 Medicine Hat Public Sectors Communications Group & Media Mixer (March 1) 
 Special Days in our Schools: Valentine’s Day, 100th Day of School, National Flag Day, 

Pink Shirt Day, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Rotary Music Festival.  
 
Website Updates: 

 Lent Banners (all schools) 
 15th Annual Foundation Golf Tournament- Banner & Latest News 
 Rotary Music Festival Schedule- Latest News 
 The Season of Lent- Latest News (all schools) 
 Upcoming Productions- Latest News 
 St. John Paul II Update- Latest News 
 AHS Information- Latest news (all schools) 
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Associate Superintendent Human Resources 
Board Meeting, March 14, 2017 
 

              
1. Calendar 2017‐2018 

 
Senior Administration, the Board, division leadership, teachers and parent councils have been given the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the 2017/2018 school calendar.  A calendar for the 2017‐2018 school 
year will be presented to the Board for approval.      
 
Action: A motion be put forward to approve the 2017/2018 school year calendar.  

Recommendation:  The board approve the 2017/2018 school year calendar as presented.   

Attachment – 2017/2018 school calendar 
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MEDICINE HAT CATHOLIC BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR - MEDICINE HAT 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

August September October
1 1F 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 3 4 5S 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
27 28 29 30 31 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31
1 School PD Day - Teachers only

0 Instructional S First day for Students 1 P.D.

1 Total 2 P.D. 20 Instructional

31st First day for Teachers 18 Instruct. F Faith Formation 21 Total

20 Total

November December January
1 2 3 4 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21L 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 31s

31
17 Instructional - HS 1st Semester

1 P.D. L Last day for students 1 Instructional - HS 2nd Semester
21 Instructional 1 P.D. 1 P.D. (Elementary & Middle School)
22 Total 15 Instructional 17 Instructional - Elem/Middle

16 Total 18 Total
S First day of 2nd Semester

February March April
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 27 28 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30

2 P.D. Teachers' Convention

2* Time in Lieu: Parent Teacher Conference 1 P.D. 1 P.D. 

15 Instructional 20 Instructional 15 Instructional

19 Total 21 Total 16 Total

May June Semester 1 2 Total

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 Instructional Days
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Elementary/Middle 91 90 181

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 High School 91 92 183

27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28L 29* 30 Non-Instructional Days
PD/School Closing Days: Elem/Middle Schools

7 7 14
1 P.D. 1* P.D. PD/School Closing Days: Msgr. McCoy

21 Instructional 1 P.D. (Elementary & Middle School) 6 6 12
22 Total 19 Instructional (Elementary /Middle)

20 Instructional (High School)

21 Total Time in Lieu: Parent Teacher Conf. 0 2 2
L Last day for Students

* Last day for Teachers

TOTAL 197

2017-2018 

www.mhcbe.ab.ca
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Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education         
Board Meeting 
Agenda Items 

 
Associate Superintendent 

Learning Services 
 
 
 
Date:   March 14, 2107 
 
Name:    Hugh Lehr 
 
              
 
 
Agenda Item:  Dossier 
 
Dossier is an IPP/ISP system that works within Powerschool.   
 
Recommendation  

 Receive as information  
 
Attachment – Brochure 
 
 
 
 
Agenda Item:  Upcoming PD 
 

1. SIVA – Supporting individuals through Valued Attachments 
 

2. Go To Educator – Teacher Training 
 
 
Recommendation  

 Receive as information  
 
Attachment  – SIVA Training Poster 

- Go To Educator Background 
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Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education is Hosting         

  
 

 
 
 

(SIVA) Supporting Individuals through Valued Attachments 
 

Save the Date:   Thursday, March 16, 2017 from 12:30‐3:30pm  
& 

      Friday, March 17th from 8:30am‐3:30pm (1/2hr lunch) 
 
Location:     Holy Family Parish (1451 Strachan Road SE) – Faith Room 
       

FEE:  $50.00 –   includes Lunch (Friday only), workshop materials, and certificate 
 

 

We believe that true safety‐that is, safety not only for the caregivers and families, but also for 

the individuals being assisted‐is built on communication and the establishment of trusted 

relationships. 

The relationship begins with a proactive safety management evaluation and continues with 

communication and relationship building techniques that allow caregivers and clients to create 

a safety strategy together.  

 

SIVA takes a holistic approach to safety. Rather than focus exclusively on crisis interventions, 

we believe safety should be continuously and deliberately established and maintained.  

Our approach is based on the WISE™ process‐Working Interactive Safety Evaluations. Whereas 

other programs consider what can be done to or for an individual in times of crisis, we train 

caregivers to work with individuals to proactively identify and de‐escalate disruptive behaviour 

before it reaches a crisis situation.  

How to Register: 
‐ Contact Tracey at (403) 502‐8365 
‐ Email: tracey.hammel@mhcbe.ab.ca 
‐  

Registration Ends Monday, March 6th, 2016 
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Director of Early Childhood Services  
 
Board Report March 14, 2017 
 
Community Partnership Opportunities: 
 

1. Partnership with Medicine Hat School District, Medicine Hat and District Childcare 
Association and Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education to provide learning assistants 
and childcare workers in private preschool and daycare centres the opportunity to find 
out more information about what services and resources our contracted service 
providers can offer. We have collaborated to arrange presentations from Speech 
Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists as well as 
Behavioural Supports to share information from each area of expertise on the evening of 
March 23 from 6:30-8:30pm at Medicine Hat College. 

 
Recommendation: Receive as information 
Attachment: None 
 

2. Partnership with Alberta Health Services-Speech Language and Hearing Department, 
Prairie Rose School Division, Medicine Hat School District and Medicine Hat Catholic 
Board of Education to provide parent information sessions regarding language and 
literacy development for young children and the importance of parental involvement in 
developing these skills. Planning continues as to the specific sessions to be offered as 
well as specific dates and times. 
 
Recommendation: Receive as information 
Attachment: None 
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Jill Wilkinson 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Board Report March 14, 2017 

 

1. Sacrament Recipients 

Students receiving the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation are an 

important part of being Catholic. What percent of students celebrating the 

Sacraments are from Medicine Hat Catholic Schools?  

 Holy Eucharist – 79 Medicine Hat Catholic students out of 92 students – 86% 

 Confirmation – 66 Medicine Hat Catholic students out of 77 students – 86% 

Confirmation will be celebrated on May 28th ‐ Holy Family Parish @ 2:00 p.m. 

In order to recognize sacramental recipients, the names of students and the 
Sacrament that the student prepared for will be sent to each school so that these 
students can be included in school/class prayers and possibly be recognized at 
school assemblies. 

2. Lent Retreat – March 17th  

To support our staffs in their role as Catholic educators, a Lent Retreat has been 

created to help nourish their faith. Each religion faith leader will participate in the 

retreat during the morning of March 14th in order to prepare them to facilitate the 

staff retreat on the 17th. The retreat will take about 45 minutes and is meant be held 

at each school beginning at approximately 10:45. The retreat will focus on living the 

Beatitudes as a source of happiness. All resources have been prepared for the faith 

leaders. 
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Celebrating Canada’s Sesquicentennial 
Sesquicentennial – 150th Anniversary of Canada’s Confederation 

                             (A Year Long Celebration) 

 

Ideas for the Classroom - Canada's 150th Anniversary of Confederacy presents a great 

opportunity for educators in Alberta to highlight Canadian history and culture in existing curriculum 
throughout the year. Use creative ways within your schools and in your classrooms to mark that 
milestone. For example, Canada 150-themed art projects and time capsules (to be opened years in the 
future) would be great ways to get students involved.  For more ideas for the classroom, visit: 
ALBERTA EDUCATION:   
https://education.alberta.ca/canada-150/ 
 
EXPERIENCES CANADA:  
http://experiencescanada.ca/150/teaching-resources/ 

 
HERE’S MY CANADA:  
http://www.heresmycanada.ca/about/ 
 
WE ARE THE FUTURE:  
https://www.we.ca/ 

 

 

Do you have a classroom event that ties in with Canada 150?  We would love to 
highlight it!  Email our Communications Officer at socialmedia@mhcbe.ab.ca. 
 
 

 
 

 

Oct 5th 2016  Tulip Planting – Student planted 1,000 tulips in Robertson Park 
Spring 2017  Blooming Ceremony –Robertson Park 
Feb 15th 2017  National Flag Day–Catholic Schools celebrated by acknowledging our Flag  
May 30th 2017 MHCBE CANADA 150 Celebration Day is Tuesday, May 30th.  This is the 

150th day of the year and along with our fellow Canadians, our Students 
and Staff will dress in RED & WHITE.  A Photo or Video Montage will be 
created showcasing our Canadian Pride!   
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Medicine Hat Catholic Schools Celebrate Canada’s 150th 

 

Oct 5th 2016  Tulip Planting – Student planted 1,000 tulips in Robertson Park 
Spring 2017  Blooming Ceremony –Robertson Park 
Feb 15th 2017  National Flag Day–Catholic Schools celebrated by acknowledging our Flag  
May 30th 2017 MHCBE CANADA 150 Celebration Day is Tuesday, May 30th.  This is the 

150th day of the year and along with our fellow Canadians, our Students 
and Staff will dress in RED & WHITE.  A Photo or Video Montage will be 
created showcasing our Canadian Pride!   
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